Developing Writing Using Writing Models 

In order for children to develop their writing skills they need to read widely, preferably across a variety of genres. The structure of the units of work in the Primary Framework for Literacy are organised so that children spend a long time reading and analysing examples of the genre they are studying, before producing a piece of writing related to that genre. Using writing models enables pupils to study the characteristics of different types of writing and then replicate them in their own work.


It is essential that children are exposed to a range of high quality examples of the genre that they are studying. All example texts should be well-chosen, high interest texts – even if the text is a perfect example of that genre if the children are bored by it they won’t be able concentrate enough to learn from it. Teachers may be interested in viewing My Top Twenty Fiction Books list; a list of books that I have used successfully with different age groups across the primary age range. A well chosen book will provide children with an excellent writing model in terms of studying the author’s language, style and the features of particular genres.  

 In the past, text extracts have commonly been used to provide models for children’s writing.  Text extracts can be useful on occasion but they should be used sparingly; children will not develop a love of reading (and consequently writing) through using text extracts. It is incredibly frustrating for children to be constantly shown tantalising snippets of books that they may never get to read.  And if children are to be expected to write a whole text themselves, a text extract will not provide a suitable model. 

There is now an expectation that teachers should model writing parts of texts themselves in front of the children. It is certainly important that children should see their teachers writing and this approach is particularly useful in terms of developing children’s understanding of sentence structure and word choice. However, modelling how to write short portions of the text is not the same as providing the children with a writing model. 
It can take a long time to find suitable writing models for teaching different genres. Sometimes, if a student is expected to produce a short story based on a particular genre at the end of a unit a whole book may not provide a suitable writing model - the structure of a book and a short story is undeniably different. I have spoken to a few teachers who have told me they have tried to solve the problem of finding suitable writing models by writing their own. One teacher explained to me how, unable to find a suitable resource,  she had spent the weekend writing a historical short story  - if you don’t have the time ,energy, confidence  or the inclination to do this you might find my books Model Texts for the Primary Classroom useful. These books contain a range of original fiction and non fiction texts designed to provide writing models for key stage two pupils and to stimulate, engage and interest pupils. 

Through using writing models the children’s writing will improve significantly. In fact, my experience is that the standard of some children’s writing will be so high that their pieces of work can subsequently be used as example texts; providing attainable writing models for their peers. 
