Tips for encouraging reading for enjoyment

Current research shows that children in England enjoy reading less than their peers in many other countries.* If children are not enthusiastic about reading, clearly, this will have a significant impact on their attainment – and consequently on their future life chances.  It is essential therefore, that we place a huge emphasis on developing a love of reading in primary schools. Generating an enthusiasm for reading should be considered one of the top priorities in any primary classroom. Below, I have listed strategies I have previously used to achieve this goal. I hope you find some of these tips useful:

· Read stories or poems aloud to the class everyday – not just in KS1 but in KS2 up to year 6. Think carefully about the age and personality of the class and pick texts that will excite and engage the children. Introduce the children to different authors and then leave books by these authors in the reading area or use them for guided reading. 

· Ensure there is time and space on the curriculum for children to read independently books of their own choice on a regular basis. It is essential that children have the opportunity to pick and choose what they want to read if you want to develop reading for pleasure. 

· Ensure your classroom has a comfortable and attractive reading area. Display book reviews, posters of popular authors and reading slogans (e.g. Enter another world – read!) 

· Expose the children to a wide range of reading materials – novels, short stories, popular magazines, poems, children’s newspapers, eBooks etc.
· Provide a wide range of books in your classroom to suit children of different interests and abilities. 
· Don’t always provide writing tasks to go alongside books the children have read. Sometimes they should just be able to read a book and enjoy it without having to write about it. 

· Keep up with what’s current - be aware of who the popular children’s authors are. Read or provide the children with stories by these authors. If there are books linked to popular TV series (e.g. Doctor Who) consider having these in the classroom. 

· Read or provide the children with books linked to popular children’s films e.g. Harry Potter, The Chronicles of Narnia, The Spiderwick Chronicles etc. 

· Use visual literacy to bring literature alive – use DVD extracts of popular books which have been made into films. Experiment with using segments of DVDs interspersed with reading parts of a book (in literacy lesson or during story time).

· Encourage children to engage fully with texts - choose texts that the children can not only study but also: enjoy, relate to, discuss, explore and use for drama and speaking and listening activities.  

· Avoid constantly using text extracts. There is little point in children reading a tiny part of a story and never hearing the rest! Children know there is little point becoming involved with a text extract so they view them in a detached way. What is the point of getting interested in a story you will never get the chance to hear? 

· Show the children that you are passionate about reading so that they can pick up on your enthusiasm. Discuss your favourite books with them. Tell them how much you love reading. The attitude of the teacher is one of the most powerful influences on encouraging reading for enjoyment. 
* The Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (Pirls) is undertaken every five years involving children from 40 countries. The 2006 results revealed that children in England enjoyed reading less than many of their international peers and that the reading performance of children in England had fallen from 3rd to 19th. 
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