Strategies for creating enthusiastic writers
I always aim to develop a love of writing amongst my pupils and I am frequently successful in doing so. Of course, as a writer myself, I love writing and inevitably communicate that to my pupils. Developing a love of writing is crucial to improving standards. I hope you find some of the strategies I use to develop enthusiastic writers in my classroom useful. 

· In order for pupils to learn to love writing they must first love reading. Good readers absorb and internalise vocabulary, language structures and patterns and develop the ability to reproduce them in their own work, sometimes subconsciously.  Focus on developing a love of reading amongst the pupils in your class. Read my article for Tips on encouraging reading for enjoyment to see my suggestions for how this can be done. 

· When planning units of work always consider how you could incorporate visual stimulus such as film extracts, TV programmes or pictures. As well as stimulating the children’s interest and imagination, this will allow your pupils to vividly experience various scenarios and settings e.g. a rainforest, a historical setting, a haunted house. Visual stimulus often inspires and excites children, leading them to write with more understanding and depth.

· Build on the children’s love of computers and technology; consider whether there are any websites (see the Useful Links section of this website) or ICT activities which could be used to reinforce understanding of the unit of work. The children could use a digital camera or video; create eBooks, PowerPoint presentations, posters using Microsoft Publisher, etc. The possibilities are endless. 

· Can you link art in with the writing task? There are countless ways: creative work for display, retelling a story with supporting pictures, making puppets to perform a script or creating images of the setting or characters. If appropriate, consider allowing the children to draw a small picture alongside the text - many text types contain artwork, pictures, diagrams and illustrations, e.g. instructions, reports, explanation texts. Many children love doing posters because they like the combination of art and writing. If art is linked to the writing task children often approach the task with more enthusiasm.  

· Using drama and speaking and listening activities can really enhance children’s understanding of different texts. Children often don’t realise how much they are learning from doing these sorts of activities and simply view them as fun.  If the children are stimulated and interested in the unit of work then they will naturally be more enthusiastic about completing the writing task. Always consider how to incorporate drama and speaking and listening activities when planning.
· Children often like the idea of their work having an audience other than the teacher. Consider whether it is possible for the children to publish their work in some way e.g. a class collection of stories to be kept in the reading area/library or an eBook. Explore other ways of their work reaching an audience - pupils could produce writing which they can read to younger children in other classes or perhaps writing which could be read out in assembly. Develop peer assessment in your classroom so that the children get into the habit of reading and commenting on each others work. 
· It is amazing how much more interested the children become in a writing task when props are involved. For younger children this might involve using puppets or story sacks. For older children you might use a specific item such as a ring or a hat to stimulate story writing. The teacher might dress up in role or ask the pupils to so to enact certain scenes. When planning each unit of work, consider whether you could find any opportunities to generate enthusiasm and excitement through using props.

· If children feel more confident about the writing they have to do then they will be happier about writing. Provide children with a clear structure by modelling the task or using prepared writing models. My books Model texts for the Primary Classroom contain an extensive range of fiction and non fiction writing models for KS2 and suggestions for writing activities. 

· Unsurprisingly, children who find writing difficult are often reluctant writers. My SEN writing frames which can be found in the Free Resources section help SEN children to participate in writing lessons more confidently. The frames provide a clear structure for writing and opportunities for drawing certain aspects of the work in order to share their ideas. 

· Planning and redrafting is very important but be careful about overdoing it. If children are expected to keep planning and redrafting the same piece of work for days on end they will quickly lose their enthusiasm. 
· Sessions involving activities which develop the children’s understanding and prepare them for writing (e.g. drama, research, and group work) may be noisy but when it comes to extended writing tasks make it clear that the atmosphere should be peaceful and quiet. When children are motivated and excited by the writing task they often enjoy these quiet writing sessions in which they have the opportunity to work without distraction. 
· If children have tried their best they will be very excited to see what you think of their efforts; never hand them back work covered in red pen with every spelling corrected and every mistake noted. Take care not to destroy their enthusiasm (and confidence) with careless marking. Search to find lots of positive things about their work and suggest maybe one or two improvements they could make. Make sure the children know that you appreciate their efforts; this will mean that they will be more enthusiastic about completing their next writing task.  


www.primarytexts.co.uk


