My Top Twenty Children’s Fiction Books 

	Author/Title
	Curriculum Links
	Comment

	Handa’s Surprise

by Eileen Browne
	Early years/ KS1 story time

Year 1 narrative unit 2: Stories from a range of cultures.
	The story is set in Africa so the children can learn about life in another country. Fantastic bright illustrations. Amusing and enjoyable storyline.

	Where the Wild Things Are

by Maurice Sendak
	KS1 Story time

Year 1 narrative unit 4: Stories about fantasy worlds. 
	Wonderful fantasy for infants. Has recently been made into a film so when using this text teachers could incorporate visual literacy, 

	Voices in the Park

by Anthony Browne
	KS1 Guided reading
	Quite a complex book for infants. Fascinating, surreal illustrations. Great for guided reading as there is lot to discuss. Anthony Browne has a unique style and his books are imaginative, clever and engaging. The book Gorilla is another wonderful Anthony Browne story suitable for KS1.  

	So Much 

by Trish Cooke
	Yr 1 narrative unit 2: Stories from a range of cultures/Stories with predictable and patterned language.  
	I have used this book with Yr 1 and it works very well as a text for narrative unit 2. This excellent book tells the story of birthday celebration in an Afro-Caribbean household. The illustrations are lovely and the wonderful, rhythmic language reflects the nuances of the Caribbean dialect. 

	Horrid Henry (series)

by Francesca Simon


	Yr 2/ Yr 3 narrative unit 1: Stories with familiar settings

Yr2/3 story time
	Very funny stories about an incredibly naughty boy. As the settings will probably be familiar to the children they are not brilliantly described but the book is great for studying characters and motivating reluctant readers.  Great for encouraging boys to take an interest in reading.  

	Amazing Grace

by Mary Hoffman
	KS1 story time and guided reading

Yr 4 Stories which raise issues and dilemmas. 
	Grace is a black girl who really wants to play Peter Pan in the school play. This is a lovely picture book for Key stage 1 but as it contains issues linked to race and gender it could also be used to generate discussion in KS2. 

	The Twits

by Roald Dahl
	Yr 2 narrative unit 3: Different stories by the same author.
	Children love this funny story of a disgusting, mean, horrible old couple who get their comeuppance. The children could study and compare other short stories by Roald Dahl such as Georges Marvellous Medicine, Esio Trot and Fantastic Mr Fox. 

	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

by Roald Dahl
	Yr 4 narrative unit 2: Stories set in imaginary worlds

Yr 5: Novels and stories by significant authors. 
	Almost everyone is familiar with the plot of this wonderful children’s book. There are now two film versions to choose from so teachers could incorporate visual literacy. Other longer Roald Dahl novels the children could compare are The Witches and Maltilda (both have film versions). 

	Boy

by Roald Dahl
	Yr 6: Non fiction unit 1: Biography and autobiography. 
	As you can probably tell Roald Dahl is one of my favourite children’s authors! Roald Dahl tells the story of his life as a boy. The book is shocking in places and funny at the same time. Great for studying autobiography and it will give children a real insight into how life was in the past. 

	Smasher

by Dick King smith
	Yr 3 narrative unit 4: Authors and letters

.
	This is a very funny story about the relationship between a farmer and a puppy. I used this book with a yr 3 class for the narrative unit Authors and Letters and it made the children laugh out loud. The children could study and compare other short stories by Dick King Smith such as The Invisible Dog, The Foxbusters and The Hodgeheg. More fluent readers could read and study longer Dick King Smith novels such as Ace or The Sheep Pig. 

	Diary of a Killer Cat

By Anne Fine


	Yr 3 narrative unit 4: Authors and Letters

Yr 3: Stories in familiar settings

Yr 3 Guided reading
	A very amusing story about a mischievous family cat. Even adults will probably find this book funny! There are sequels to this story and the children could also study other short stories by Anne Fine e.g. Taking Care of Henry and Jennifer’s Diary. 

	The Lion, the witch and the Wardrobe

By C.S.Lewis
	Yr 4 narrative unit 2: Stories set in imaginary worlds

Yr 5 narrative unit 1: Novels and stories by significant children’s authors.

Yr 6 narrative unit 1: Fiction genres

Yr 6 narrative unit 3: Authors and texts
	A brilliant children’s classic – one of my absolute favourite children’s books. By the end of chapter one the reader is introduced to the magical fantasy world of Narnia. C.S.Lewis really brings the characters to life and I’ve found this story really engages the pupils. Children will probably also enjoy the other books in The Chronicles of Narnia series. 

	The Spiderwick Chronicles (Book 1 The Field Guide)

By Holly Black and Tony Diterlizzi 
	Yr 5 narrative unit 1: Novels and stories by significant children’s authors.

Yr 6 narrative unit 1: Fiction genres (fantasy)


	The short fantasy books in this series are very different from the books in The Chronicles of Narnia. Each book is not a complete tale in its own - in fact at the end of book 1 the adventure is just beginning –however readers will probably be tempted to go on and read book 2. I love these books; the style of the books is unique and the illustrations are amazing. 

	Harry Potter and The Philosopher’s Stone.

by J.K.Rowling


	Yr 5 narrative unit 1: Novels and stories by significant children’s authors.

Yr 6 narrative unit 1: Fiction genres (fantasy) 

Yr 6 narrative unit 3: Authors and texts


	Everyone knows about the phenomenal success of the Harry Potter series and it all begins with this book. Children will love this great story about the adventures of a boy who discovers he is a wizard and then goes to wizard school. Brilliant, fun, scary and very exciting towards the end. 

	The Story of Tracy Beaker

by Jaqueline Wilson
	Yr 5 narrative unit 1: Novels and stories by significant children’s authors.

Yr 6 narrative unit 3: Authors and texts


	Many children do not live in perfect homes with a wonderful mum and dad. Jacqueline Wilson’s stories recognise the many different types home situations children live in and explore related issues. Tracy Beaker lives in a Children’s Home – she fantasies about her mum and longs to be adopted. Despite the seriousness of the issues Tracy is a great character and this is a very funny book – which is probably why it ended being televised and became a popular TV series. 

	Thief

by Majorie Blackman


	Yr 6 narrative unit 1: Fiction genres (science fiction)

Yr 6 narrative unit 3: Authors and texts


	There are not that many examples of great science fiction books for the primary age group but this book is simply fantastic. My Year 6 class loved this exciting story. Unlike many science fiction books for this age group the story does not involve aliens but instead moves into a future setting. And it is not just a science fiction story; it also explores issues related to bullying, peer pressure and the choices we make in life. An excellent book. 

	Northern Lights

By Phillip Pullman

(the first part of the His dark Materials trilogy) 
	Yr 6 gifted and talented readers. 
	Although the main character (Lyra) in Northern Lights is eleven many Year six children would find this brilliant, complex novel a difficult read – this is why I have suggested it for gifted and talented pupils. In this trilogy, Phillip Pullman explores   concepts related to theology; he really makes the reader think. Some may feel that his ideas are controversial; teachers should make sure they read the book first before using it to check to see if they feel it is suitable.

	Short  and Scary

By Louise Cooper

(Also available - Short and Spooky

 By Louise Cooper)
	Yr 6 story time 

Yr 6 narrative unit 1: Fiction Genres (scary stories) 
	Children of all ages benefit from being read aloud to but sometimes it’s difficult to find material that will interest year six. This book contains very short spooky stories that even the most cynical yr 6 children (and teachers) will enjoy and the quality of the writing is excellent. This book is a part of a series of books containing very short high interest stories. 

	Gulliver’s Travels

By Jonathan Swift


	Yr 5 narrative unit: Older literature
	The stories of Gulliver’s voyages to four strangely different lands. Teachers should check the stories for suitability as they were originally written for adults. However, there are several children’s versions available. Even if an original text is used most Yr 5 children will find the style and writing accessible. Great stories with deeper meanings – excellent for studying older fiction. 

	Oliver Twist

by Charles Dickens
	Yr 5 narrative unit: Older literature
	This is a great story but It would be very time consuming to read and study this entire book if an original text used. I would advise using extracts of the story alongside one of the many film versions. This will help teachers to tell the whole story more quickly, and incorporate visual literacy. Scrooge is another great Charles Dickens’ story with multiple film versions. 
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